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Synopsis

Could there be other planets in the universe similar to those in our solar system? Yes! Scientists
have discovered worlds circling distant stars. They call these objects exoplanets. In this book, you'll
learn how scientists detect these faraway worlds. As part of the Searchlight Books collection, this
series explores outer space and sheds light on the question Whats Amazing about Space?
Fantastic photos, kid-friendly explanations of science concepts, and useful diagrams will help you

discover the answers!
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Customer Reviews

Great!

When you peer into the nighttime sky you can often see millions of stars overhead, but you cannot
see any any planets. The reason you can’'t see them is because "unlike stars, planets do no give off

their own light." Planets, including Earth, are round bodies that orbit stars. Earth, along with seven



other planets, travels or orbits around the Sun which is a star. When we talk about the Sun and its
planets we are talking about our solar system. Other planets which orbit around stars in other solar
systems are called exoplanets. We cannot see them when we look into the nighttime skies, but
astronomers, using powerful telescopes, "have discovered more than five hundred exoplanets”
since the 1990s.Astronomers have different names for the different types of exoplanets they have
discovered. For example, large ones are called Jupiters and ones that have a close orbit to a star
are called hot Jupiters. Smaller exoplanets, even though they may be larger than our Earth, are
called Neptunes. Those who similarly have close orbits like the hot Jupiters are called hot Neptunes.
In this book you'll get a more detailed explanation of these exoplanets and you'll get to see a visual
representation of the Gliese 582 solar system in comparison to ours. You'll also learn how
exoplanets are discovered, what astronomers know when they see a star wobble or see light dip,
you'll learn about observatories, telescopes, spacecrafts, and the "future search for exoplanets."This
is an exciting look at how astronomers are discovering and studying exoplanets. The beginning
nonfiction text and layout of the book make the world of exoplanets easy for the young student to
understand. The book is generously illustrated with photographs and artistic renditions that provide
visuals for the topic at hand. For example, when the Gaia spacecraft and its mission is being
discussed, there are illustrations of the craft and an imaginary artistic rendition of a hot Jupiter and
asteroids orbiting a star, a scene the Gaia would try to capture. Captions are factual, adding
additional information to the text, but also pose questions for the student to think about. This is a
vibrant book that would appeal to a wide range of readers, including reluctant ones. In the back of
the book is an index, a glossary, and additional recommended book and website resources to

explore.This book courtesy of the publisher.
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